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Russian Reactions to the tMflnc' 

The official Soviet view advises the correspondent from -the tremem .... 

. about the U-2 incident has the Baltimore Sun who asked • re j eMe oi technolou 

sriW’ssrts?^ us? savas tas ^jr™***? 

reiterate this saitje view when by American standards. Perhaps thl* Is the reason wny 

he arrives. in New York. How- Then there are reprints of “}«? appear to be not overly 
ever, my ? pwni observations articles by Lippmann. Hanson disturbed that the U. .5. is 
lead ;me, to believe that the Baldwin. Reslon, and Alsop. gaining information about 
“unofficial’’, view held by the all accompanied bf appro- their military preparation#. 

priate commentaries. All d But there Is a much deeper, 
their critical statements con- Point which has never been,;' 
renting .the U. S. handling made to our Soviet ' friends; 
of the affair are of course, nor indeed has there been 
re emphasized, but Alsop is much discussion of It in the 
dismissed as a “yapping dok" Western world: -that a litUe 
for his contention that the espionage by the U. S. may be 
Soviet t'mon could not stop * very good thing for the 
the l 2 overflights for four Soviets. Basically, we are In 
pWK a situation where the peace of 

But cn this very subject the the world Is being kept. by 

observation has been corrob- book is strangely uninforma- mutual deterrents wirti super- 
orated by lothers (Americans) tive, and leaves the Soviet weapons. But the Busmans 
who have recently been In citizen wondering. The official cannot be certain of deterring - 
Russia.) • Soviet version is that on us unless they tell ns Just 

One is baffled to explain May 1 the order was given to what they havs - to deter us 

shoot the plane down, and with ti . 

down it came. But it is no- To be sure, Mri Khrushchev 
where explained why this does give us periodic- reports 
order was not given earlier, about the power snd accuracy 
much- earlier. Taking the of the Russian IitllM rockets. 
Soviet statement at face value, Sul with things 88 they 

one. l.v then tempted to ask are, we are not w\fy likely to . 

ant es, an engineer, why .he the Question: Why was the believe everything LV Soviets , 
had traveled to Moscow to order only given on May IV u8 - And it W\(Jiiite im- j 

■ ace the U-2 plane; he told me Was it because the Soviet portent for thejM'vb’ts too, 
simply that he was Just in- Union wanted to blame the ih*t v 'e have nmtp independ* 
terested In seeing wbat’a plane United States for the collapse ctlt 8n(1 rcliabUl knowledge 
looked like that could fly so cf the Summit Meeting'’ - about the state VW develop- ■ 

high. There arc many pages In ment of their suj vrweapons. 

Presumably, the Soviet gov- the book filled with “unsohe- Only In this way cii\ they feel . 
ernment is not unaware of- ited” statements from Soviet sure that their milaVy devel*;.? 
this lack of alarm among their citizens. 1 am Sorry to say opments really fund RVt as 
educated ditizens. One way that none of my acquaintances deterrent 
to remedy the matter, appar- from Leningrad were asked to 11 * s Wo much t<> RVtkKthat 
ently, consists in publication give their views. these facts will pf, 

of a little propaganda book Ilow can we account for Soviet thinking at < 

with the dramatic title “No this lack of alarm? Certainly since their ob* 

Return for U-2." Americans would be'very dls- secrecy is still dor}(h| 

On the cover the book turbed if a Russian reconnais- perhaps some a$t? 
promises to “tell the truth sance plane flew over Detroit realize that the is, 

. . , and on the next page it occurred to me later that flights, while valr#m , 
we read, "This book tears the after three years of Sputniks, U. s - *hd perbaw jtt 
veil from . . The book con- ordinary Soviet citizens, and log to the fkwijfftr 
tains the major pronounce- even their scientists and tech- »ot really tbryjlfn n 
. ments by Khrushchev, as well nologists working In other Eventually thby may) 
as by Orcmyko, on the subject fields, have not the faintest to logical peratapqfc 
. of the U-2. Gromyko’s press idea what the Soviet Sputnik “open sky” policy f t 
conference Is a delightful per- rocket looks like, but they do courage surprise art 
formance.. When Baked if the know the characteristics of keep the “cold war" . 

Soviet Union does not main- U. S. rockets by reading tech- . /■ Sljfj 

tain agency for the col- nical magazines. F r»* lM 

lectlcn of Intel 1 lgencc,. he They sense, quite clearly, 


ordinary Russian is rather 

different /’i- 

I hfive Just returned from 
a short visit to the Soviet 
Union. Most unexpectedly, and 
contrary to all I was led to 
i believe, I found a complete 
l ick of excitement or even 
interest in the U-2 plane 
j. indent among the .people 
with whom I talked. (This 


this attitude in this sample 
of well-educated Soviet citi- 
zens after all the ballyhoo 
on the subject in the Soviet 
press (and perhaps even more 
so in the Western press). I 
asked one of my new acquaint- 
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